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The Commission shall be required, if the German Government so
desire, to hear, within a period which it will fix from time to time,
evidence and arguments on the part of Germany on any question
connected with her capacity to pay.
10.
The Commission shall consider the claims and give to the German
Government a just opportunity to be heard, but not to take any part
whatever in the decisions of the Commission. The Commission shall
afford a similar opportunity to the allies of Germany, when it shall
consider that their interests are in question.
11.
The Commission shall not be bound by any particular code or rules
of law or by any particular rule of evidence or of procedure, but shall
be guided by justice, equity and good faith. Its decisions must follow
the same principles and rules in all cases where they are applicable.
It will establish rules relating to methods of proof of claims. It may
act on any trustworthy modes of computation.
12.
The Commission shall have all the powers conferred upon it. and
shall exercise all the functions assigned to it, by the present Treaty.
The Commission shall in general have wide latitude as to its control
and handling of the whole reparation problem as dealt with in this
Part of the present Treaty and shall have authority to interpret its
provisions. Subject to the provisions of the present Treaty, the Com-
mission is constituted by the several Allied and Associated Govern-
ments referred to in paragraphs 2 and 3 above as the exclusive agency
of the said Governments respectively for receiving, selling, holding,
and distributing the reparation payments to be made by Germany
under this Part of the present Treaty, The Commission must comply
with the following conditions and provisions :
(a) Whatever part of the full amount of the proved claims is not
paid in gold, or in ships, securities and commodities or otherwise,
Germany shall be required, under such conditions as the Commission
may determine, to cover by way of guarantee by an equivalent issue
of bonds, obligations or otherwise, in order to constitute an acknowledg-
ment of the said part of the debt.
(6) In periodically estimating Germany's capacity to pay, the
Commission shall examine the German system of taxation, first, to
the end that the sums for reparation which Germany is required to
pay shall become a charge upon all her revenues prior to that for the
service or discharge of any domestic loan, and secondly, so as to satisfy
itself that, in general, the German scheme of taxation is fully as heavy
proportionately as that of any of the Powers represented on the
Commission.
(c) In order to facilitate and continue the immediate restoration
of the economic life of the Allied and Associated countries, the Com-
mission will, as provided in Article 235, take from Germany by way of